TASMANIAN FIELD NATURALISTS CLUB 

BULLETIN NO. 243 SUPPLEMENT TO THE "TASMANIAN NATURAL1ST“> OCTOBER 1937 

THE TASMANIAN FIELD NATURALISTS CLUB IS DEVOTED TO THE 3TUDV OF ALL FORMS' 
OF NATURAL HISTORV, AND IS COMPRISED OF BOTH EXPERTS AND BEGINNERS. HE 
COVER A WIDE VARIETY OF TOPICS, AND WE SUPPORT CONSERVATION. MEETINGS ARE 
HELD ON THE FIRST THURSDAY OF EVERY MONTH, EXCEPT JANUARY, IN THE CSIRQ 
CONFERENCE ROOM, STOWELL AVENUE, BATTERY POINT, AT 7.45 PM. OUTINGS ARE 
USUALLY HELD THE FOLLOWING WEEKEND, MEETING OPPOSITE THE "PRINCE" THEATRE. 
MACQUARIE STREET. 

THE CLUB'S ADDRESS IS GPO BOX 68A, HOBART, TAS., 700t* 


PROGRAMME 


'THURSDAY -5TH_NOVEMBER. ' - MR" A. K. "MILLS, SENIOR TUTOR IN BOTANY. 
TASMANIAN:UNIVERSITY, WILL GIVE A TALK ON FUNGI. 

SATURDAY 7TH NOVEMBER: - - ALLAN - MILLS“WILL~TAK£ US ON AH OUTING TO SEE 
FUNGI. LOCATION DEPENDENT UPON THE WEATHER. 

THURSDAY 3RD DECEMBER - PIERS ALLBROOK WILL TALK ON DRAGONFLIES. ALSO 
ON THIS NIGHT WE WOULD LIKE TO HEAR. FROM MEMBERS ANY ITEMS OF INTEREST - 
SLIDES, SPECIMENS, ANECDOTES ETC. ABOUT FIVE TO TEN MINUTES IN LENGTH. IF 
YOU HAVE SOMETHING TO TELL US PLEASE CONTACT HELEN DAVIDSON ON 25 2754. 

SUNDAY 6TH DECEMBER - PIERS ALLBROOK WILL TAKE US ON AN OUTING TO SHOW 
US DRAGONFLIES. 

PLEASE NOTE THERE WILL BE NO MEETING OR OUTING IN JANUARY. IN FEBRUARY mf 

HOPE TO GO TO THE CENTRAL PLATEAU. 

IF YOU MISS THE GENERAL MEETING AND WOULD LIKE TO KNOW MORE DETAILS ARQI !T 
THE FOLLOWING OUTING, THE PLEASE PHONE HELEN DAVIDSON, OR ALMA MCKAY AN 
27 3331. 

NEW ZEALAND NATURALISTS' TOUR 


A GROUP OF NEW ZEALAND NATURALISTS WILL BE IN THE STATE BETWEEN THE 2ND 
AND 161H JANUARY NEXT YEAR. A DRAFT ITINERARY HAS BEEN PLANNED AND YOU 
ARE ENCOURAGED TO PARTICIPATE. THE NEW ZEALANDERS WILL HAVE THEIR OWN 
COACH SO TRANSPORT FOR THEM IS NOT REQUIRED. AS THIS IS THE TIME OF THE 
TALL SHIPS ARRIVAL IN HOBART, ACCOMMODATION MAY BE DIFFICULT AND BILLETS 
WOULD BE APPRECIATED;;.. 

THEIR ITINERARY IS= " 

SATURDAY 2ND JAN. - THE WATERWORKS AND SOUTH ARM 
SUNDAY 3RD JAN. - HOGSBACK PLAINS OR MT. WELLINGTON. 

MONDAY 4TH TO THURSDAY 7TH JAN. - MT FIELD TO STRATHGORDON. 

<ACCOMMODATION LAKE DOBSON HUTS>. 

FRIDAY STH JAN. - MT. WELLINGTON OR MARION BAY. EVENING - GUEST 

SPEAKER'? ANY OFFERS: OR SUGGESTIONS'? 

SATURDAY 9TH JAN. - MT. MORRISON ORTASMAN PENINSULA. 

SUNDAY 10TH,■••'MONDAY UTH JAN. - CENTRAL PLATEAU. 


TUESDAY 12TH/WEDNESDAY :L3TH JAN 


CRADLE MOUNTAIN, 





THUftSDAV 14TH JRN 


GURDQH RIVER. 


FRI DRV 15TH JRN. -- RETURN TO HOBART. 



IF VOU WOULD LIKE TO PARTICIFRTE OR HELP IN RHV WAV, HELEN DAVIDSON HAS 
MORE INFORMATION OR VOU MAV CONTACT THE HOBART ORGANIZER, NEIL GIBSON ON 
28 2518 DURING WORKING HOURS. 
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ESPERANCE CAMP 

OCTOBER 9TI-1, 18TH AND 11TH. ALTHOUGH RATHER DAMP BOTH OVERHEAD AND 
UNDERFOOT, THIS WEEKEND WAS ENJOVED BV A GROUP OF 17 PEOPLE WHOSE AGES 
RANGED FROM SIN MONTHS TO RETIRED PLUS. THE ANNUAL CAMP THIS VEAR WAS 
HELD AT THE DEPARTMENT OF RECREATION CAMP AT ESPERANCE, AH EXCELLENT VENUE 
WITH SPACIOUS ACCOMMODATION SITUATED BESIDE THE WATER. 

THE HIGHLIGHT OF THE WEEKEND WAS A TRIP TO A CAVE, IN THE MIDST OF 
RAINFOREST, AND LED BV ARTHUR CLARKE, WHO GAVE US A TALK IN JULV ON CAVE 
FAUNA. ALTHOUGH IT MEANT WADING IN PLACES AND STOOPING LOW IN OTHERS, WE 
WERE TREATED TO THE BEAUTV OF STALACTITES REFLECTED IN THE WATER AND THE 
UNUSUAL SIGHTING OF CAVE SPIDERS MATING. 

SMALL LIVE ANIMAL TRAPS REVEALED THAT SWAMP RATS AND LONG TAILED RATS 
CBOTH ENDEMIC> WERE FAIRLV ABUNDANT IN THE AREA. A RELAXING AND 
INFORMATIVE WEEKEND WHICH COULD HAVE BEEN ENJ'uVED BV MORE PEOPLE. 

ijji* 'ijt| jtji’ ^ ^jj; ^ ^ ^ 

FLINDERS ISLAND - WORTH A VISIT - REPORT BV DON HIRD. 

FLINDERS ISLAND, A PROMINENT FEATURE ON MAPS OF TASMANIA, IS NOT AS OFTEN 
VISITED AS IT DESERVES, I CONCLUDED AFTER A RECENT VISIT. FLINDERS IS THE 
LARGEST OF A CLUSTER OF ISLANDS, HAVING A VERY RUGGED TERRAIN, AND AN 
EXTENSIVE ARRAV OF SHELTERED WETLANDS ALONG MOST OF THE EAST COAST. 


THE CHARACTERISTIC GRANITE MOUNTAINS PROVIDE VISUAL AS WELL AS 
PH VS IOGRAPH1C LINKS WITH BOTH SIDES OF BASS STRAIT. AS WITH WILSON "'3 
PROMONTORV TO THE NORTH AND, SAV, FREVCINET TO THE SOUTH, WILD FLOWERS ARE 
DIVERSE AND PROLIFIC IN THE HEATHLANDS AND MOUNTAIN FORESTS. WETLANDS 
INCLUDE FRESH WATER, TIDAL AND EPHEMERAL LAGOONS AND THE USUAL DIVERSITV 
OF PLANT AND ANIMAL LIFE. 

HUMAN IMPACT IS EVIDENCED BV THE EXTENSIVE LOWLAND FARMING AREAS. RABBITS 
FIRE ABSENT ALTHOUGH FERAL PIGS ARE A PROBLEM. CONFLICTS SOMETIMES ARISE 
OVER EFFECTS OF NATURAL AREAS ON ADJACENT- FARMLANDS. FOR EXAMPLE, PLANS 
TO DRAIN LOGAN'S LAGOON, A STATE CONSERVATION AREA AND INTERNRTIONALLV 
PROTECTED WETLAND HABITAT, WERE RECENTLY ANNOUNCED BECAUSE OF ALLEGED 
CONTRIBUTION TO THE SALINITY PROBLEMS OF ONE FARM. 

THE PATRIARCHS" WILDLIFE RESERVE, PRIMARILY FOR CAPE BARREN GEESE, HAS A 
COMODIOU8 A-FRAME HUT CLOSE TO EXTENSIVE WETLANDS AREAS FIND FINE VIEWS 
FROM THE PATRIARCHS. STR2ELECKI NATIONAL PARK IN THE! SOUTH FEATURES 
IMPOSING GRANITE MOUNTAINS, WALKING TRACKS AND EXCELLENT COASTAL 
CAMPSITES. 


